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THE  TEACHING  OF 


HOLY  SCRIPTURE  ON  BAPTISM. 


Significance  of  the  Ceremony  of  Baptism 

before  the  institution  of  Christian 

Baptism. 

St.  John  i.  25. — And  they  asked  him  (John), 
and  said  unto  him,  Why  baptizest  thou  then, 
if  thou  be  not  that  Christ,  nor  Elias,  neither 
that  prophet  ? 

"Washing  with  water  was  among  the  Jews  a  mode 
of  purification,  and  a  preparation  for  the  service  and 
worship  of  Grod ;  see  cleansing  of  the  Levites 
(Numb.  viii.  6-11);  consecration  of  priests  (Exod. 
xxix.  4) ;  washing  of  priests  before  ministering 
(Exod.  xxx.  19-21);  after  defilement  (Numb.  xix. 
11-22). 

It  was  a  sign  of  purification  of  heart  (Ezek. 
xxxvi.  25,  26).  Hence  baptism,  a  solemn  act  of 
washing,  attended  the  reception  into  the  Jewish 
Church  of  converts  from  heathenism,  and  baptism 
became  a  sign  of  change  of  religion,  or  at  least,  of 
a  change  of  faith  and  hopes.  The  fact  of  St.  John 
the  Baptist  preaching  baptism  to  the  Jews,  was 
regarded  by  them  as  a  proof  that  he  professed  to 
introduce  a  new  order  of  things,  a  higher  faith,  and 
B  % 
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more  perfect  service  of  God.  The  introduction  of 
such  a  new  order  of  things  was  associated  in  their 
minds  with  the  coming  of  Christ,  the  Messiah.  His 
coming  was  expected  to  produce  a  change  in  religion, 
to  inaugurate  an  age,  of  which  the  characteristic 
would  be  newness  of  heart  (Ezek.  .xxxvi.  26,  27), 
and  was  therefore  expected  to  be  attended  with 
baptism  (see  Ezek.  ibid.). 

Why  St.  John  should  preach  baptism,  unless  he 

claimed  to  be  one  of  those  predicted  to  introduce 

the  kingdom  of  the  Messiah,  the   Jews    could  not 

understand ;  nor  were  they  wrong  in  their  judgment. 

John  himself  said,  "  I  am  the  voice  of  one  crying  in 

the  wilderness,  Make  straight  the  way  of  the  Lord, 

as  said  the  prophet  Esaias"  (St.  John  i.   23).     And 

our  Lord  said  of  him,  "If  ye  will  receive  it,  this  is 

Elias  which  was  for  to  come"  (St.  Matt.  xi.  14). 

St.  Luke  iii.  7. — Then  said   he  (John)  to  the 

multitude  that  came  forth  to  be  baptized  of 

him,  O  generation  of  vipers,  who  hath  warned 

you  to  flee  from  the  wrath  to  come  ? 

This  confirms  what  has  been  said  in  the  previous 

note.     Their  coming   to   him   for   baptism   was   a 

sign  of  their  belief  in  the  approaching  establishment 

of  a  new  order  of  things,  in  which  wrath  would  be 

revealed  against  opponents. 

Our  Lord's  Baptism. 

St.  Matt.  iii.  16,  17. — And  Jesus,  when  He  was 
baptized,  went   up   straightway   out   of  the 
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water:  and,  lo,  the  heavens  were  opened 
unto  Him,  and  he  saw  the  Spirit  of  Gfod 
descending  like  a  dove,  and  lighting  upon 
Him :  and  lo  a  voice  from  heaven,  saying, 
This  is  my  beloved  Son,  in  whom  I  am  well 
pleased. 

This  was  our  Lord's  open  consecration  of  Himself 
to  the  Father  for  the  public  work  of  the  Messiah ; 
and  He  then  received  the  anointing  of  the  Holy 
Ghost  for  the  execution  of  His  office  (see  St.  Luke  . 
iv.  1 8),  "The  Spirit  of  the  Lord  is  upon  me,  because 
He  bath  anointed  me  to  preach  the  gospel  to  the 
poor,"  &c.  "  And  He  began  to  say  unto  them,  This 
day  is  this  scripture  fulfilled  in  your  ears"  (iv.  21). 
As  man,  He  was  filled  with  the  Spirit,  anointed  by 
the  Spirit,  led  by  the  Spirit,  wrought  miracles  by 
the  Spirit,  f.e.  was  fitted  for  His  work  by  the  Spirit. 

Institution  of  Christian  Baptism. 

St.  Matt,  xxviii.  19,  20. — Go  ye  therefore,  and 
teach  all  nations,  baptizing  them  in  the  name 
of  the  Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the 
Holy  Ghost :  teaching  them  to  observe  all 
things  whatsoever  I  have  commanded  you. 
This  commission  ought  probably  to  be  understood 

as  meaning,  "  Go  and  make  disciples  of  all  nations 

by  (1)  baptizing  and  at  the  same  time  (2)  teaching 

them,"  &c. 

St.  Mark  xvi.  15, 16. — Go  ye  into  all  the  world, 
and    preach   the    Gospel   to   every  creature. 
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He  that  believeth  and  is   baptized  shall  be 

saved;    but  he  that  believeth   not   shall  be 

damned. 

This  declaration  that  faith  and  baptism  should  be 
the  means  of  obtaining  salvation,  is  very  important ; 
because  it  was  made  when  our  Lord,  just  before 
His  ascension,  was  giving  His  disciples  their  com- 
mission to  preach  the  Gospel  to  the  world :  and 
the  direction  in  the  first  sentence  is  the  only  direction 
stated  to  have  been  then  given  by  Him  for  their 
guidance  in  preaching. 

Baptism  is  the  outward  manifestation  of  belief. 
The  second  clause  does  not  teach  a  doctrine  different 
from  that  of  the  first,  as  some  think.  There  was  no 
necessity  to  speak  of  baptism  in  the  case  of  one 
"that  believeth  not." 

N.  B.  It  must  be  remembered  that  this  passage 
in  St.  Mark's  Gospel  is  not  found  in  some  im- 
portant manuscripts. 

Baptism  preached  by  the  Apostles  and 
first  Ministers  of  Christ. 

Acts  ii.  37,  38. — Now  when  they  heard  this, 
they  were  pricked  in  their  heart,  and  said  unto 
Peter  and  to  the  rest  of  the  apostles,  Men 
and  brethren,  what  shall  we  do  ?  Then 
Peter  said  unto  them,  Repent,  and  be  baptized 
every  one  of  you  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ 
for  the  remission  of  sins,  and  ye  shall  receive 
the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost. 
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Acts  xxii.  16. — (Ananias  to  Saul).  And  now 
why  tarriest  thou  ?  arise,  and  be  baptized, 
and  wash  away  thy  sins,  calling  on  the  name 
of  the  Lord. 

The  prominence  given  to  baptism  in  Apostolic 
teaching  is  also  shown  by  the  question  of  the  Ethi- 
opian eunuch  put  so  soon  after  he  had  come  under 
Christian  instruction  ("See,  here  is  water;  what  doth 
hinder  me  to  be  baptized  V),  and  by  his  subsequent 
baptism  (Acts  viii.),  by  the  baptism  of  the  Samaritans 
(Acts  viii.),  by  St.  Peter's  admission  of  Cornelius  and 
other  Gentiles  to  baptism  (Acts  x.),  by  the  baptism 
of  Lydia  and  the  Philippian  jailor  (Acts  xvi.),  and  by 
the  baptism  of  the  Ephesians  (Acts  xix.). 

Supposed  objection  to  the  importance  of 
Baptism  in  Apostolic  teaching. 

I  Cor.  i.  12-17. — Now  this  I  say,  that  every 
one  of  you  saith,  I  am  of  Paul ;  and  I  of 
Apollos ;  and  I  of  Cephas ;  and  I  of  Christ. 
Is  Christ  divided  ?  was  Paul  crucified  for  you? 
or  were  ye  baptized  in  the  name  of  Paul? 
I  thank  God  that  I  baptized  none  of  you,  but 
Crispus  and  Gaius ;  lest  any  should  say  that 
I  had  baptized  in  mine  own  name.  And  I 
baptized  also  the  household  of  Stephanas : 
besides,  I  know  not  whether  I  baptized  any 
other.  For  Christ  sent  me  not  to  baptize, 
but  to  preach  the  Gospel :  not  with  wisdom 
of  words,  lest  the  cross  of  Christ  should  be 
made  of  none  effect. 
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Some  have  thought  that  the  apostle  here  depre- 
ciates baptism,  but  there  are  very  good  reasons  for 
believing  that  he  had  no  intention  whatever  of  doing 
so.  (Compare  his  references  to  baptism  in  this 
Epistle,  vi.  n;  x.  1-6  ;  xii.  13.)  The  reason  he 
himself  gives  for  thanking  God  that  he  had  baptized 
few  in  Corinth,  is,  "  lest  any  should  say  that  I  had 
baptized  in  mine  own  name ; "  which  certainly  implies 
no  disparagement  of  the  ordinance.  It  would  ap- 
pear that  those  who  baptized  converts  in  Corinth 
acquired,  or  were  supposed  to  acquire,  some  superior 
relation  towards,  some  claim  upon,  those  whom  they 
baptized.  Hence  St.  Paul  was  thankful  that  he  had 
baptized  but  a  few,  because  there  was  little  ground 
for  party  spirit  in  his  behalf  on  that  account.  He 
sought  not  personal  power,  but  the  salvation  of 
souls.  He  was  willing  to  be  as  nothing,  that  he 
might  be  the  means  of  saving  men.  His  great 
work  was  to  preach  the  Grospel,  which  was  accounted 
by  the  world  foolishness,-^"  not  with  wisdom  of 
words,"  not  in  such  a  manner  as  to  gain  praise 
(i.  17);  his  work  was  to  preach  to  the  heathen, 
to  convince  them  of  the  truth  of  Christ's  re- 
ligion. He  left  to  others  the  work  of  preparing 
for  baptism  and  of  baptizing.  "  He  planted,  others 
watered."  "He  laid  the  foundation,  others  built 
thereon"  (see  iii.  6,  10).  The  baptizer  was  very 
frequently  not  the  same  as  the  preacher.  "Jesus 
himself  baptized  not,  but  His  disciples"  (Johniv.  2). 
St.  Peter  "  commanded  them  (Cornelius  and  his 
friends)  to  be  baptized  in  the  name  of  the  Lord" 
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(Acts  x.  48).  The  persons  who  administered  bap- 
tism are  seldom  named,  as  though  to  teach  us,  that 
Christ's  ordinance  does  not  depend  for  its  efficacy  on 
the  dignity  of  the  person  who  administered  it. 

Baptism  as  a  part  of  Christian  doctrine. 

Ephes.  iv.  4,  5. — There  is  one  body,  and  one 
Spirit,  even  as  ye  are  called  in  one  hope  of 
your  calling  ;  one  Lord,  one  faith,  one  baptism, 
one  God  and  Father  of  all. 

Hebrews  vi.  1,  2. — Therefore  leaving  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  doctrine  of  Christ,  let  us  go  on 
unto  perfection  ;  not  laying  again  the  founda- 
tion (consisting)  of  repentance  from  dead 
works,  and  of  faith  toward  God,  of  the 
doctrine  of  baptisms,  and  of  laying  on  of 
hands,  and  of  resurrection  of  the  dead,  and 
of  eternal  judgment. 
The  full  meaning   of  the  expression,   "  doctrine 

of  baptisms/'   is    doubtful;    but  there  can   be  no 

doubt  that  Christian   baptism   is  included  in  the 

"baptisms." 

1  John  v.  8. — And  there  are  three  that  bear 
witness  in  earth,  the  spirit,  and  the  water, 
and  the  blood :  and  these  three  agree  in  one 
(see  v.  6). 
The  witness  in  earth,  referred  to  in  "  the  water," 

is  understood  by  very  high  authorities  to  be  baptism. 
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Necessity  of  Baptism. 

St.  John  iii.  5. — Verily,  verily,  I  say  unto  thee, 
Except  a  man  (any  one)*  be  born  of  water' 
and  [of]  the  Spirit,  he  cannot  enter  into  the 
kingdom  of  God. 

It  is  important  to  the  right  understanding  of 
this  passage,  to  hear  in  mind  that  Nicodemus  had 
professed  not  to  understand  what  our  Lord  meant 
by  the  expression  "born  again."  In  His  reply  to 
Nicodemus,  our  Lord,  by  way  of  explanation,  changes 
the  expression  "born  again"  to  "born  of  water  and 
[of]  the  Spirit." 

This  fact  seems  to  be  conclusive  against  inter- 
preting "  water"  in  a  figurative  sense.  Besides,  it  is 
known  that  in  the  schools  of  the  Rabbis,  a  proselyte 
when  baptized,  on  his  admission  into  the  Jewish 
Church,  was  described  "  sicut  parvulus  jam  natus," 
"as  a  little  child,  just  born;"  so  that  Nicodemus, 
a  master  of  Israel,  ought  to  have  had,  and  probably 
had,  some  idea  of  the  meaning  of  the  expression, 
"  born  again,"  but  he  could  not  think  that  such  a 
change  as  took  place  in  a  proselyte  on  his  entrance 
into  the  Jewish  Church,  could  be  necessary  for  a 
Jew  on  his  admission  into  the  Kingdom  of  Christ, 

*  From  various  causes,  our  translators  have  not  preserved 
in  English  that  nice  distinction  of  tenses  which  is  observed 
in  Greek.  The  renderings  of  tenses  which  we  have  adopted 
will  be  accepted  by  most  scholars  :  words  within  [  ]  are 

words  in  our  Authorized  Version  which  should  be  omitted ; 
those  within  (  )  are  corrections  and  explanations. 
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and  so  he  professed  not  to  understand  our  Lord's 

expression. 

St.  Mark  xvi.  1 6. — He  that  believeth  and  is 
baptized  shall  be  saved ;  but  he  that  believeth 
not  shall  be  damned.     (Compare  N.B.  p.  6.) 

What  must  accompany  Baptism. 

Acts  ii.  38. — Repent,  and  be  baptized  every  one 
of  you. 

St.  Mark  xvi.  16. — He  that  helieveth  and  'is 
baptized. 

Colos.  ii.  12. — Baptism,  wherein  ye  are  risen 
(were  raised)  with  Him  through  the  faith 
of  the  operation  of  God. 

Acts  xxii.  16. — Arise  and  be  baptized.  .  .  . 
calling  on  the  name  of  the  Lord. 

1  Peter  iii.  2 1 . — The  answer  of  a  good  conscience 
toward  God. 

Acts  viii.  13. — Then  Simon  himself  believed  also: 
and  when  he  was  baptized,  he  continued  with 
Philip ,  and  wondered,  beholding  the  miracles 
and  signs  which  were  done.  Ver.  18  et  seq. — 
And  when  Simon  saw  that  through  laying  on  of 
the  apostles'  hands  the  Holy  Ghost  was  given, 
he  offered  them  money,  saying,  Give  me  also 
this  power,  that  on  whomsoever  I  lay  hands, 
he  may  receive  the  Holy  Ghost.  But  Peter 
said  unto  him.  Thy  money  perish  with  thee, 
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because  thou  hast  thought  that  the  gift  of 
God  may  be  purchased  with  money.  Thou 
hast  neither  part  nor  lot  in  this  matter :  for 
thy  heart  is  not  right  in  the  sight  of  God.- 
Repent  therefore  of  this  thy  wickedness,  and 
pray  God,  if  perhaps  the  thought  of  thine 
heart  may  be  forgiven  thee.  For  I  perceive 
that  thou  art  in  the  gall  of  bitterness,  and  in 
the  bond  of  iniquity.  Then  answered  Simon, 
and  said,  Pray  ye  to  the  Lord  for  me,  that  none 
of  these  things  which  ye  have  spoken  come 
upon  me. 

It  is  said  that  Simon  "believed  and  was  bap- 
tized." It  is  probable  that  he  believed  only  in 
the  sense  of  becoming  a  Christian — of  adopting  the 
Christian  religion.  He  certainly  had  not  true  faith 
a  short  time  after  his  baptism,  and  we  may  infer 
that  he  had  it  not  at  his  baptism.  On  this  sup- 
position, the  passage  shows  that  in  the  case  of  adnlts, 
unless  baptism  is  received  with  faith  in  the  heart, 
it  is  not  accompanied  by  the  bestowment  of  spiritual 
grace. 

It  is,  however,  allowable  to  suppose,  that  he  was 
sincere  at  his  baptism,  but  ceased  to  be  so  after- 
wards. This  supposition  is  supported  by  the 
expression,  "  Repent  therefore,"  &c.  In  that  case, 
we  learn  that  the  grace  of  baptism  cannot  be 
enjoyed  afterwards,  without  the  fulfilment  of  the 
conditions  of  baptism. 
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Grace  of  Baptism. 
A. — Salvation. 

St.  Mark  xvi.  16. — He  that  believeth  and  is 
baptized  shall  be  saved. 

Titus  iii.  5. — Not  by  works  of  righteousness 
which  we  have  done,  but  according"  to  His 
mercy  He  samel  us,  by  the  washing  (bath) 
of  regeneration,  and  renewing  of  the  Holy 
Ghost. 

1  Peter  iii.  20,  31 . — The  ark  .  .  . ,  wherein  few, 
that  is,  eight  souls  were  saved  by  water. 
The  like  figure  whereunto  even  baptism  doth 
also  now  save  us  (not  the  putting  away  of 
the  filth  of  the  flesh,  but  the  answer  of  a 
good  conscience  toward  God,)  by  the  resur- 
rection of  Jesus  Christ. 

"  The  like  figure  whereunto,  even  baptism,  doth 
also  now  save  us,"  maybe  thus  paraphrased  : — "  And 
water  answering  to  (or  an  antitype  of)  that  water 
which  saved  Noah,  doth  also  now  as  baptism  save 
us  ;  not  indeed  water  only,  but  water  in  baptism 
accompanied  by  other  conditions  of  the  sacrament." 
Thus  St.  Peter  continues — "  Not  the  putting  away 
of  the  filth  of  the  flesh,  but  the  answer  of  a  good 
conscience  toward  God,"  the  hearty  promise  and 
acceptance  of  the  conditions  of  baptism. 
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B. — Particular  Blessings. 
I.  A   death  unto   sin,   and  a  new  birth  unto 
righteousness. 

Rom.  vi.  3. — Know  ye  not,  that  so  many  of  us 
as  were  baptized  into  Jesus  Christ  were' 
baptized  into  His  death?  Therefore  we  are 
(were)  buried  with  Him  by  baptism  into  death : 
that  like  as  Christ  was  raised  up  from  the 
dead  by  the  glory  of  the  Father,  even  so  we 
also  should  walk  in  newness  of  life.  For  if 
we  have  been  (were)  planted  together  in  the 
likeness  of  His  death,  we  shall  be  also  in  the 
likeness  of  His  resurrection  :  knowing  this 
that  our  old  man  is  (was)  crucified  with  Him, 
that  the  body  of  sin  might  be  destroyed, 
that  henceforth  we  should  not  serve  sin. 
For  he  that  is  dead  is  freed  from  sin.  Now 
if  we  be  dead  (if  we  died)  with  Christ,  we 
believe  that  we  shall  also  live  with  Him  : 
knowing  that  Christ  being  raised  from  the 
dead  dieth  no  more;  death  hath  no  more 
dominion  over  Him.  For  in  that  He  died, 
He  died  unto  sin  once  :  but  in  that  He  liveth, 
He  liveth  unto  God.  Likewise  reckon  ye 
also  yourselves  to  be  dead  indeed  unto  sin, 
but  alive  unto  God  through  Jesus  Christ 
our  Lord. 

Colos.  ii.  n-13. — In  wnom  als°  ye  ar©  (were) 
circumcised  with  the  circumcision  made  with- 
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out  hands,  in  putting  off  the  body  of  the  sins 
of  the  flesh  by  the  circumcision  of  Christ : 
buried  (i.e.  when  ye  were  buried)  with  Him 
in  baptism,  wherein  also  ye  are  risen  (were 
raised)  with  Him  through  the  faith  of  the 
operation  of  God,  who  [hath]  raised  Him 
from  the  dead.  And  you,  being  dead  in 
your  sins  and  the  uncircumcision  of  your 
flesh,  [hath]  He  quickened  together  with  Him, 
having  forgiven  you  all  trespasses. 
See  also  St.  John  iii.  5. — Born  of  water  and 
[of]  the  Spirit.  Titus  iii.  5. — Washing  of 
regeneration. 

2.  Forgiveness  of  Sins. 

Acts  ii.  38. — Repent,  and  be  baptized  every 
one  of  you  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ  for 
the  remission  of  sins. 

Acts  xxii.  16. — Arise,  and  be  baptized,  and 
wash  away  thy  sins. 

Colos.  ii.  13. — Having  forgiven  you  all  tres- 
passes.    See  above. 

2  Peter  i.  9. — But  he  that  lacketh  these  things 
is  blind,  and  cannot  see  afar  off,  and  hath 
forgotten  that  he  was  purged  (i.  e.  purified  or 
cleansed)  from  his  old  sins. 

Comp.  1  Cor.  vi.  11. — But  ye  are  (were)  washed, 
but  ye  are  (were)  sanctified,  but  ye  are  (were) 
justified  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jesus. 
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3.  The  Gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost. 

Acts  ii.  38. — Repent,  and  be  baptized,  .  .  .  ,  and 
ye  shall  receive  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost. 

1  Cor.  xii.  13. — For  by  one  Spirit  are  (were)- 
we  all  baptized  into  one  body,  whether  we 
be  Jews  or  Gentiles,  whether  we  be  bond  or 
free ;  and  have  been  (were)  all  made  to  drink 
into  one  Spirit. 

Acts  xix.  1-6. — Finding  certain  disciples,  he 
(Paul)  said  unto  them,  Have  ye  received 
the  Holy  Ghost  since  ye  believed?  And 
they  said  unto  him,  We  have  not  so  much 
as  heard  whether  there  be  any  Holy  Ghost. 
And  he  said  unto  them,  Unto  what  then 
were  ye  baptized  ?  And  they  said,  Unto 
John's  baptism.  Then  said  Paul,  John  verily 
baptized  with  the  baptism  of  repentance, 
saying  unto  the  people,  that  they  should 
believe  on  him  which  should  come  after  him, 
that  is,  on  Christ  Jesus.  When  they  heard 
this,  they  were  baptized  in  the  name  of  the 
Lord  Jesus.  And  when  Paul  had  laid  his 
hands  upon  them,  the  Holy  Ghost  came  on 
them;  and  they  spake  with  tongues,  and 
prophesied. 

The  meaning  of  this  passage  is  obscure  in  our 
version,  in  consequence  of  our  translators  having 
used   the    perfect   instead   of  the   past   tense.     If 
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the  tense  of  the  original  is  preserved,  all  becomes 
clear: — "We  read  that  St.  Paul,  finding  certain 
disciples  at  Ephesus,  asked  them,  '  Did  ye  receive 
the  Holy  Ghost  when  ye  believed,  when  ye  first 
became  believers  1 '  To  this  they  answered, 
'  "We  did  not  so  much  as  hear  whether  there 
were  any  Holy  Ghost  (any  gift  of  the  Holy 
Ghost  to  be  bestowed)/  on  which  St.  Paul  asked 
them,  '  Unto  what,  then,  were  ye  baptized?'  They 
replied,  '  Unto  the  baptism  of  John ; '  then  he  ex- 
plained to  them,  that  John's  baptism,  being  only  a 
baptism  of  repentance,  did  not  bring  with  'it  the 
gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  Accordingly,  '  they  were 
baptized  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jesus  ; '  and  St. 
Paul,  having  laid  his  hands  upon  them,  '  the  Holy 
Ghost  came  on  them  •  and  they  spake  with  tongues 
and  prophesied.'  " 

Comp.  our  Lord's  baptism,  (St.  Matt.  iii.  17.) 

4.    Union  with  Christ — membership  in  Christ. 

1  Cor.  xii.  12,  13. — For  as  the  body  is  one,  and 
hath  many  members,  and  all  the  members  of 
that  one  body,  being  many,  are  one  body :  so 
also  is  Christ.  For  by  one  Spirit  are  (were)  we 
all  baptized  into  one  body,  whether  we  be 
Jews  or  Gentiles,  whether  we  be  bond  or  free. 
"  Baptized  into  one  body,"  i.e.  were  all  by  baptism 

made  members  of  one  body,  Christ. 
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5.  The  adoption  of  sons. 

Gal.  iii.  26,  27. — For  ye  are  all  the  children  of 
God  by  faith  in  Christ  Jesus.  For  as  many  of 
you  as  have  been  (were)  baptized  into  Christ 
[have]  put  on  Christ. 

6.  Inheritance  in  the  kingdom,  of  heaven. 

Rom.  viii.  17. — If  children,  then  heirs;   heirs  of 

God,  arid  joint-heirs  with  Christ. 
St.  John  iii.  5 ;   1  Peter  i.  3,  4. 

Baptism  connected  with  regeneration. 
St.  John  iii. 5. — Born  of  water  and  [of]  the  Spirit. 

The  preposition  "of"  is  not  repeated  in  the  Greek, 
it  being  thereby  probably  implied  that  there  are  not 
two  births,  one  of  water,  and  another  of  the  Spirit, 
bnt  one  birth  of  water  and  the  Spirit. 
Titus  iii.  5. — According  to  His  mercy  He  saved 

us,,  by  the  washing  (bath)  of  regeneration,  and 

renewing  of  the  Holy  Ghost. 
See  Rom.  vi.  and  Col.  ii. 

Speaking  of  the  time  of  Irenseus  (second  century), 
Neander  (not  a  partial  authority)  says,  "  It  is  diffi- 
cult to  conceive  how  the  term  'regeneration'  can  be 
employed  in  reference  to  this  age,  to  denote  anything 
else  than  baptism." — Neander,  i.  p.  425. 

Baptism  connected  with  justification. 
1  Cor.  vi.  11. — But  ye  are  (were)  washed,  .  .  . 
but  ye  are  (were)  justified,  &c. 
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Baptism  connected  with  sanctification. 

St.  John  iii.  5,  &c. 

1  Cor.  vi.  11. — But  ye  are  (were)  washed,  but 
ye  are  (were)  sanctified  (dedicated  to  God), 
but  ye  are  (were)  justified  in  the  name  of  the 
Lord  Jesus,  and  by  the  Spirit  of  our  God. 

Ephes.  v.  25,  26. — As  Christ  also  loved  the 
church,  and  gave  Himself  for  it ;  that  He 
might  sanctify  and  cleanse  it  with  the  washing 
of  water  by  the  word. 

Heb.  x.  22. — Let  us  draw  near  with  a  true 
heart  in  full  assurance  of  faith,  having  our 
hearts  sprinkled  from  an  evil  conscience,  and 
our  bodies  washed  with  pure  water. 

Titus  iii.  5. — The  washing'  of  regeneration,  and 
renewing  of  the  Holy  Ghost. 

Baptism  connected  with  special  gifts  of 
the  Holy  Ghost. 

Acts  x.  44-48. — While  Peter  yet  spake  these 
words,  the  Holy  Ghost  fell  on  all  them  which 
heard  the  word.  And  they  of  the  circumcision 
which  believed  were  astonished,  as  many  as 
came  with  Peter,  because  that  on  the  Gentiles 
also  was  poured  out  the  gift  of  the  Holy 
Ghost.  For  they  heard  them  speak  with 
tongues,  and  magnify  God.  Then  answered 
Peter,  Can  any  man  forbid  water,  that  these 
should  not  be  baptized,  which  have  received 
c  2 
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the  Holy  Ghost  as  well  as  we?  And  he 
commanded  them  to  be  baptized  in  the  name 
of  the  Lord.  Ch.  xi.  15-17  — (St.  Peter  to 
the  apostles  and  brethren  at  Jerusalem),  And 
as  I  began  to  speak,  the  Holy  Ghost  fell  on 
them,  as  on  us  at  the  beginning.  Then  re- 
membered I  the  word  of  the  Lord,  how  that 
He  said,  John  indeed  baptized  with  water; 
but  ye  shall  be  baptized  with  the  Holy  Ghost. 
Forasmuch  then  as  God  gave  them  the  like 
gift  as  He  did  unto  us,  who  believed  on  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ;  what  was  I,  that  I  could 
withstand  God  ? 

This  gift  was  not  the  ordinary  grace  of  Baptism, 
but  the  miraculous  gift  (of  tongues)  bestowed  after 
Baptism  usually  through  the  laying  on  of  the 
apostles'  hands.  St.  Peter  was  so  strongly  convinced 
that  Baptism  and  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost  were 
according  to  the  will  of  Christ,  inseparably  con- 
nected, that  he  regarded  the  bestowment  of  the  Holy 
Ghost  upon  these  Gentiles  (the  bestowment  of  what 
was  the  end  of  Baptism,  see  Acts  ii.  38;  xi.  16), 
as  a  strong  expression  of  God's  will  that  they  should 
receive  Baptism  also.  Accordingly,  in  spite  of  his 
previous  prejudices,  he  at  once  commanded  them  to 
be  baptized.  "  Can  any  man  forbid  water,"  &c. 
"  What  was  I,  that  I  could  withstand  God?"  Unless 
there  had  been  in  St.  Peter's  mind  an  intimate  con- 
nection between  Baptism  and  the  gift  of  the  Holy 
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Ghost,    we   cannot   see  how   he   could    have   been 
brought  to  this  conclusion. 

Baptism,  or  enlightenment. 

Heb.  vi.  4. — For  it  is  impossible  for  those  who 
were  once  enlightened,  and  have  tasted  of  the 
heavenly  gift,  and  were  made  partakers  of  the 
Holy  Ghost,  &c. 

Heb.  x.  32. — But    call    to    remembrance    the 
former  days,  in  which,  after  ye  were  illuminated) 
ye  endured  a  great  fight  of  afflictions. 
"Enlightened,  illuminated."     By  ancient  writers 

these    expressions  were    universally  understood    to 

refer  to  Baptism. 

Baptism  for  the  dead. 
I   Coe.  xv.  29. — Else  what  shall  they  do  which 

are  baptized  for  the  dead,  if  the  dead  rise  not 

at  all?  why  are  they  then  baptized  for  the 

dead? 

Many  are  the  explanations  of  "  baptized  for  the 
dead."  According  to  one  interpretation  of  this 
difficult  passage,  St.  Paul  illustrates  his  argument 
by  a  reference  to  an  erroneous  custom,  practised  by 
some,  of  being  baptized  on  behalf  of  friends  who 
had  died  unbaptized,  in  the  hope  that  they  would 
be  benefited  thereby  in  the  future  world.  However 
erroneous  this  practice,  the  custom  would  supply 
a  singular  illustration  of  the  importance  attached 
to  baptism  in  early  times. 
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Other  interpretations  are  due  chiefly  to  the 
difficulty  of  obtaining  sufficient  historical  evidence 
of  the  existence  of  such  a  custom  in  apostolic  times ; 
it  is  known  however  to  have  existed  at  a  later  date. 

Passages  referring  to  a  definite  beginning 
of  the  Christian  life. 

Rom.  vi.  17,  18. — But  ye  [have]  obeyed  from 
the  heart  that  form  of  doctrine.  ...  Ye  became 
the  servants  of  righteousness. 

Rom.  vii.  4,  6. — Ye  also  are  become  dead  (died, 

were  slain)  to  the  law  by  the  body  of  Christ 

Now  we  are  (were)  delivered  from  the  law, 
that  being  dead  (that  having  died,  or  rather, 
we  having  died  to  that)  wherein  we  were  held. 

Rom.  viii.  2. — For  the  law  of  the  Spirit  of  life 
in  Christ  Jesus  [hath]  made  me  free  from  the 
law  of  sin  and  death. 

2  Cor.  v.  17. — If  any  man  be  in  Christ,  he  is 
a  new  creature:  old  things  [are]  passed  away; 
behold,  all  things  are  (have)  become  new. 

Gal.  ii.  19. — For  I  through  the  law  am  dead 
(died)  to  the  law,  that  I  might  live  unto  God. 

Gal.  v.  1. — Stand  fast  therefore  in  the  liberty 
wherewith  Christ  [hath]  made  us  free. 

Gal.  v.  24. — They  that  are  Christ's  [have]  cruci- 
fied the  flesh  with  the  affections  and  lusts. 

Col.  i.  13. — Who  [hath]  delivered  us  from  the 
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power  of  darkness,  and  [hath]  translated  us 
into  the  kingdom  of  His  dear  Son. 


Col.  iii.  13. — Even   as  Christ  forgave  you,  so 

also  do  ye. 
Eph.  iv.  32. — Forgiving   one  another,  even  as 

God  for  Christ's  sake  hath  forgiven  (forgave) 

you.  

James  i.  18. — Of  His  own  will  begat   He  us 

with  the  word  of  truth. 
1  Peter  i.  3. — Hath  begotten  (begat)  us  again 

unto  a  lively  hope,  &c. 
St.  John  i.  13. — Which  wTere  born,  not ....  but 

of  God. 


Rom.  viii.  15. — For  ye  have  not  received  (ye 
received  not)  the  spirit  of  bondage  again  to 
fear ;  but  ye  [have]  received  the  Spirit  of 
adoption. 

2  Cor.  i.  21,  22. — Now  He  which  stablisheth 
us  with  you  in  Christ,  and  [hath]  anointed  us, 
is  God ;  who  [hath]  also  sealed  us,  and  given 
(gave)  the  earnest  of  the  Spirit  in  our  hearts. 

Eph.  i.  13. — In  wThom  also  after  that  {rather 
when)  ye  believed,  ye  were  sealed  with  that 
holy  Spirit  of  promise. 

Some  of  these  passages  are  directly  connected  with 
others  referring  to  baptism;    and  interpreting  the 
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rest  by  passages  already  quoted,  we  can  have  little 
doubt  that  they  refer  to  the  time  of  baptism. 

Practical  application  of  the  doctrine   of 
Baptism . 

Rom.  vi.  11-13.  —  Likewise  reckon  ye  also 
yourselves  to  he  dead  indeed  unto  sin,  but 
alive  unto  God  through  Jesus  Christ  our 
Lord.  Let  not  sin  therefore  reign  in  your 
mortal  body,  that  ye  should  obey  it  in  the 
lusts  thereof.  Neither  yield  ye  your  members 
as  instruments  of  unrighteousness  unto  sin  : 
but  yield  yourselves  unto  God,  as  those  that 
are  alive  from  the  dead,  and  your  members 
as  instruments  of  righteousness  unto  God. 

Read  with  previous  part  of  chapter  (see  p.  14). 
Chaps,  vi,  vii,  viii  are  practical  applications  of 
Baptism. 

Col.  ii.  12. — Baptism,  wherein  also  ye  are 
risen  (were  raised)  with  Him.  Ch.  iii.  1-5. — If 
ye  then  be  risen  (were  raised)  with  Christ,  seek 
those  things  which  are  above,  where  Christ 
sitteth  at  the  right  hand  of  God.  Set  your 
affection  on  things  above,  not  on  things  on  the 
earth.  For  ye  are  dead  (ye  died),  and  your  life 
is  hid  with  Christ  in  God.  Mortify  therefore 
your  members  which  are  upon  the  earth,  &c. 
Ver.  9, 10 — Lie  not  one  to  another,  seeing  that 
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ye  [have]  put  off  the  old  man  with  his  deeds ; 
and  [have]  put  on  the  new  man,  which  is 
renewed  in  knowledge  after  the  image  of 
Him  that  created  him.  Ver.  12,  13 — Put  on 
therefore,  as  the  elect  of  God,  holy  and  beloved, 
bowels  of  mercies,  kindness,  humbleness  of 
mind,  meekness,  longsuffering ;  forbearing 
one  another,  and  forgiving  one  another, 
if  any  man  have  a  quarrel  against  any :  even 
as  Christ  forgave  you,  so  also  do  ye. 

The  whole  chapter  is  founded  on  the  baptismal 
relations. 

1  Cor.  vi.  15-20. — Know  ye  not  that  your 
bodies  are  the  members  of  Christ?  shall  I 
then  take  the  members  of  Christ,  and  make 
them  the  members  of  an  harlot  ?  God  forbid. 
.  .  .  What?  know  ye  not  that  your  body  is 
the  temple  of  the  Holy  Ghost  which  is  in 
you,  which  ye  have  of  God,  and  ye  are  not 
your  own  ?  For  ye  are  bought  with  a  price  : 
therefore  glorify  God  in  your  body,  and  in 
your  spirit,  which  are  God's. 

1  Cor.  v.  7,  8. — Purge  out  therefore  the  old 
leaven,  that  ye  may  be  a  new  lump,  as  ye  are 
unleavened.  For  even  Christ  our  passover  is 
(was)  sacrificed  for  us :  therefore  let  us  keep 
the  feast,  not  with  the  old  leaven,  neither 
with  the  leaven  of  malice  and  wickedness; 
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but  with  the  unleavened  bread  of  sincerity 

and  truth. 

See  2  Cor.  vi.  16,  17. 

Rom.  xii.  4-8. — For  as  we  have  many  members 
in  one  body,  and  all  members  have  not  the 
same  office  :  so  we,  being  many,  are  one  body 
in  Christ,  and  every  one  members  one  of 
another.  Having  then  gifts  differing  accord- 
ing to  the  grace  that  is  given  to  us,  whether 
prophecy,  let  us  prophesy  according  to  the 
proportion  of  faith;  or  ministry,  &c. 
See  1  Cor.  xii. 

Gal.  vi.  2. — Bear  ye  one  another's  burdens. 

Ephes.  iv.  20-25. 

See  parable  of  vine,  St.  John  xv. 

Warning  that  Baptism  will  not  save 
without  persevering  obedience. 

1  Cor.  x.  1-12. — Moreover,  brethren,  I  would 
not  that  ye  should  be  ignorant,  how  that  all 
our  fathers  were  under  the  cloud,  and  all 
passed  through  the  sea ;  and  were  all  baptized 
unto  Moses  in  the  cloud  and  in  the  sea ;  and 
did  all  eat  the  same  spiritual  meat ;  and  did 
all  drink  the  same  spiritual  drink :  for  they 
drank  of  that  spiritual  Rock  that  followed 
them  :  and  that  Rock  was  Christ.  But  with 
many  of  them  God  was  not  well  pleased  :  for 


on  Baptism.  27 

they  were  overthrown  in  the  wilderness.  Now 
these  things  were  our  examples,  to  the  intent 
we  should  not  lust  after  evil  things,  as  they 
also  lusted  ....  Now  all  these  things  hap- 
pened unto  them  for  ensamples  :  and  they  are 
written  for  our  admonition,  upon  whom  the 
ends  of  the  world  are  come.  Wherefore  let 
him  that  thinketh  he  standeth  take  heed  lest 
he  fall. 

See  2  Peter  i.  9,  and  case  of  Simon,  Acts  viii. 

St.  John  xv.   2. — Every   branch   in   me   that 

beareth  not  fruit  He  taketh  away. 

Compare  Rom.  ii.  25,  "Circumcision  verily  pro- 

fiteth,  if  thou  keep  the  law ;  but  if  thou  be  a  breaker 

of  the  law,  thy  circumcision  is  made  uncircumcision.,, 

Infant  Baptism. 
Baptism  compared  to  Circumcision. 

Colos.  ii.  11,  12. — In  whom  (Christ)  also  ye  are 
(were)  circumcised  with  the  circumcision  made 
without  hands,  in  putting  off  the  body  of  the 
sins  of  the  flesh  by  the  circumcision  of  Christ : 
buried  (i.e.  when  ye  were  buried)  with  Him  in 
baptism,  wherein  also  ye  are  risen  (were 
raised)  with  Him  through  the  faith  of  the 
operation  of  God,  who  [hath]  raised  Him 
from  the  dead. 
This  passage  is  much  more  than  a  comparison  of 
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Baptism  with  Circumcision.  It  teaches  that  in 
Baptism,  through  union  with  Christ,  there  are  given 
the  benefits  of  circumcision,  and  far  higher  blessings. 

Circumcision  a  token  of  a  Covenant. 

Gen.  xvii.  10,  1 1 . — This  is  my  covenant,  which 
ye  shall  keep,  between  me  and  you  and  thy 
seed  after  thee  ;  Every  man  child  among  you 

shall  be  circumcised And  it  shall  be  a 

token  of  the  covenant  betwixt  me  and  you. 

Circumcision  required  of  Infants. 

Gen.  xvii.  12. — And  he  that  is  eight  days  old 

shall  be  circumcised  among  you. 

It  is  evident  from  the  case  of  Abraham,  and  from 
the  regulations  respecting  circumcision,  that  a  cove- 
nant made  with  adults  included  infants,  but  that  it 
was  necessary  that  the  sign  of  the  covenant  should 
be  administered  to  infants  in  order  that  they  might 
become  parties  to  the  covenant  and  enjoy  the 
benefits  of  it. 

The  uncircumcised  Child  excluded  from 
the  Covenant. 

Gen.  xvii.  14. — And  the  uncircumcised  man 
child  whose  flesh  of  his  foreskin  is  not  circum- 
cised, that  soul  shall  be  cut  off  from  his  people ; 
he  hath  broken  my  covenant, 
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Circumcision  a  seal  of  faith. 

Rom.  iv.  n. — And  he  received  the  sign  of  cir- 
cumcision, a  seal  of  the  righteousness  of  the 
faith  which  he  had  yet  being  uncircumcised. 
These  passages  show  that  according  to  the  mind 
of  God  infants  are   capable  of  entering  into  a  cove- 
nant   with    Him    which    implies    faith,    as    a    chief 
condition,  and  therefore  that  the  objections  of  some 
to  Infant  Baptism,  on  the  ground  that  Baptism  is  a 
covenant  implving  faith,  are  unfounded.     We  might 
also    infer   from    them    that    the    blessings    of  the 
Christian  covenant  do  not  descend  from  parents  to 
children  unless  the  children  are  formally  admitted 
into  the  covenant,  where  it  is  practicable. 

For  other  illustrations  of  children  being  parties  to 
covenants,  see  Deut.  v.  2,  3 ;  xxix.  10,  n,  12. 

The  inspired  comparison  of  Baptism  with  Cir- 
cumcision (Colos.  ii.)  gives  authority  to  the 
inferences  about  Baptism  drawn  from  Circumcision. 
N.B.  The  teaching  respecting  Circumcision  in  the 
Old  Testament  and  Baptism  in  the  New  is  founded 
on  the  doctrine  of  original  or  Birth  Sin,  that  we  are 
"by  nature  children  of  wrath,"  Eph.  ii.  3. 

Infants  capable  of  receiving  the  Holy- 
Ghost. 

St.  Luke  i.  15. — He  (John)  shall  be  filled  with 
the  Holy  Ghost,  even  from  his  mother's  womb. 
Samson    was   "a  Nazarite   unto    God   from    the 
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womb,"  Judges  xiii.   5.     Samuel  was  dedicated  to 
the  Lord  from  infancy,   1  Sam.  i. 

Children  capable  of  receiving  Baptism. 

St.  Mark  x.  13-16. — And  they  brought  young 
children  to  Him,  that  He  should  touch  them  : 
and  His  disciples  rebuked  those  that  brought 
them.  But  when  Jesus  saw  it,  He  was  much 
displeased,  and  said  unto  them,  Suffer  the 
little  children  to  come  unto  me,  and  forbid 
them  not :  for  of  such  is  the  kingdom  of 
God.  Verily  I  say  unto  you,  Whosoever 
shall  not  receive  the  kingdom  of  God  as  a 
little  child,  he  shall  not  enter  therein.  And 
He  took  them  up  in  His  arms,  put  His  hands 
upon  them,  and  blessed  them.  St.  Matt.  xix. 
13-15;  St.  Luke  xviii.  35-17. 

"He  took  them  up  in  His  arms,"  a  proof  that 
they  were  infants.     St.  Luke  says  "infants." 

Much  of  the  significance  of  the  passage  depends 
upon  the  expression  "receive  the  kingdom  of 
God."  This  word  "  receive"  is  often  used  of  receiving 
the  word  of  God.  See  St.  Luke  viii.  13 ;  Acts  viii. 
14,  xi.  1.  Again,  the  children  are  said  to  "come" 
though  they  are  "  brought."  It  is  here  very  clearly 
implied  that  children  are  capable  of  receiving  the 
kingdom  of  God,  and  of  entering  therein ;  and 
therefore  of  receiving  the  sign  or  seal  of  entrance, 
Baptism. — Compare  with  this  passage  St.  John  iii. 
5  :  "  Except  a  man  (any  one)  be  born  of  water  and 
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[of]  the  Spirit,  he  cannot  enter  into  the  kingdom  of 
God." 

Our  Lord's  acceptance  of  the  Baptism  of  John, 
a  baptism  of  repentance,  though  He  had  nothing  to 
repent  of,  is  in  some  respects  a  parallel,  or  at  least 
an  illustration,  of  the  case  of  infants  in  Baptism. 

Children  included  in  the  Christian  Cove- 
nant, and  eligible  for  Baptism. 

i  Cor.  vii.  14. — For  the  unbelieving  busband  is 
sanctified  by  the  wife,  and  the  unbelieving 
wife  is  sanctified  by  the  husband :  else  were 
your  children  unclean ;  but  now  are  they  holy. 
This  passage  shows  that  the  children  of  Christian 

parents  are  placed  in    the    same    position    towards 

Baptism  as  the    children    of  Jewish   parents   were 

towards  Circumcision. 

Baptism  of  households. 

Acts  xvi.  14,  15. — And  a  certain  woman  named 
Lydia  .  .  .  heard  us,  whose  heart  the  Lord 
opened,  that  she  attended  unto  the  things 
which  were  spoken  of  Paul.  And  when  she 
was  baptized,  and  her  household,  she  besought 
us,  &c. 

Acts  xvi.  31-33. — And  they  said,  Believe  on 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  thou  shalt  be 
saved,  and  thy  house.  And  they  spake  unto 
him  the  word  of  the  Lord,  and  to  all  that 
were  in  his  house.     And  he  took  them  the 
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same   hour   of  the   night,  and   washed  their 

stripes;    and  was  baptized,  he   and   all    his, 

straightway. 
i  Cor.  i.  16. — Household  of  Stephanas. 

It  is  worthy  of  notice  how  much  the  baptism  of 
the  household  seems  to  depend  on  that  of  the  head 
of  it.  It  is  said  of  Lydia  alone,  that  "  she  attended 
to  the  things  spoken  of  Paul,"  yet  her  household 
was  baptized  with  her.  And  the  jailor's  conduct 
evidently  affected  very  much  that  of  his  house. 

Faith  accepted  by  Christ  on  behalf  of 
others. 
St.  Matt.  viii.  5-13,  ix.  2-6, 18-25,  xv-  21-28, 
xvii.  14-18. 

Children  addressed  as  members  of  the 

Church. 

Eph.  vi.  t  . — Children,  obey  your  parents  in  the 

Lord. 
Colos.  iii.    20. — Children,    obey    your   parents 

in  all  things  :   for  this  is  well  pleasing  unto 

{or  in)  the  Lord.     See  Verse  1,  &c. 

v  The  Scripture  argument  for  Infant  Baptism  is 
not  complete  without  including  many  passages  which 
refer  primarily  to  Adult  Baptism.  Objections  have 
sometimes  been  made  against  the  application  of 
certain  expressions  to  Infant  Baptism  owing  to  its 
not  being  perceived  that  in  the  case  of  infants  such 
expressions  are  to  be  understood  according  to  the 
capacity  of  infants. 


